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Season’s Greetings!
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HONOR, PRESERVE, REMEMBER

A Closer Look; The Irish Memorial Project .
Az you know, the 5t Patrick Society, with guidance from the City of
Davenport Design Center, is finolizing o proposal for the design of
a permanent outdoor memerial fo be located af the intersection of 8
2nd and Harrison Streets in Davenport, lowa. The lecation is a high-T
by visible and important corner of the downtown Daovenport area

next to the new Figge Art Center and Mississippi River, as well the
end point of the country’s OMLY interstate 5t. Potrick’s Doy Parade,

W are pleasad to report that Californis-based sculptor ond Moline native, Louis Quaintance, recently met with
5PS reprasentatives and tha City of DUvEr‘::Ipﬁrr 1o discuss our unique memorial, which will honor those Irish
men, women and children who setled in the Guad-Cities. Lou is best known locally

for his sculptural interpretation of John Bloom's 1947 lithagraph, Walching e Ferry,

ictured here. This lifesized bronze sculpture of hwo boys watching the W ). Guinlan

ry, is locoted near the gozebo on the lowoa-American Water Company riverfront
property, just east of the Davenport Soiling Club. Lou also heads the sculpture depart-
ment af the University of Californic, Berkeley and hos received worldwide acclaim for
several other public works of art including West Coost's World War Il Memarial, the
USS San Diego Memeriol, and the Joponese American Monument. We are thrilled to
have such an accomplished arfist, with local Has, inferested in Bringing our project to
lite. To learn more about Lov and see examples of his sculpture, visit his wabsite:

wwew. gquaintancescu |Eru re.com.

Several people have asked what is the history of the Quad Cities Irish ond why should we
support a memorial?

Mast Americans of Irish descent in the Quod Cities [and most likely in America] today are here as o direct
result of the fomine in Irelond from 1845.1850. Though many lrish immigrants first arrived in Mew York,
Boston, Mew Orleans and Philodelphia, it was westward expansion - the building of railroads and the Erie
Canal - that fuelad more opportunities and further Irish migration across the United States. Here locally, Irish
workers built the Arsenal Bridge — the first bridge across the Mississippi River -which was completed in 1855,
Railroad builder, Henry Farnam, celebrated the project’s successful completion with a dinner gala ond dedicor-
ed the 12th toost of e evening fo the Irish loborers who built the bridge and the railroad. It is this irrepressible
spirit of independence ond hope exhibited by these hardhworking Irish fomilies, os well as their contributions to
building losfing communities here, that we want to honor, preserve and remamber.

We encouvrage all members whao take pride in their Irish roots and who want fo commemorate the 5. Potrick
hcietﬁ’s historical significance in the community to become paort of this important and meaninghul project.
Contributions of any amount ore appreciated ond those of $300 or more will be acknowledged at the memori-
al site. Please vse the enclosed envelope and make your chack poyable to the St. Fatrick Socieh-MEMORIAL to
ensure your fomily’s name on this piece of history for future ganerations.

Curranily, we're a third of the way to our fundraising gool. Mare confributions are needed to procesd with the
next phase of the project. The 5t. Potrick -S-GE'IE.'?’ is 0 501 [g] 3, notforprofit organization, so donations received
by the end of this veor are fully 1ox deductible tor 2007 . For more information, call John Secally of 309785
2341 or Pat Bl.lri:i at 563-359-80164. Your immediata attention to this plea will ba most apprecioted.






