IRISH SPIRIT

The St. Patrick Society Quad Cities, USA
Phone (563) 324-5000 = Visit our website: www.stpatsge.com
Feb. 2008

- o
£ )
F
L -
o :"Il o — - = -
. bt

PEEEEEEEEDS
St. Patrick’s Day Weekend 2008
March 14-16

Another GRAND WEEKEND iz just around the corner! Gather your friends and family together to
enjoy this fabulous party — the “grandest” of SP5 traditions! There’s music, dance, merriment, and
pageantry. We invite you to celebrate your Irish heritage throughout the weekend and show your sup-
port of the St. Patrick Society. Activities abound for everyone Irish and Irish at heart. Full details of all
events can be found on the 5t. Poirick Society website: www stpatsgc.com.
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Gathering of the Clan Luncheon

This yeor’s official Grand Weekend kick-off is on Friday, March 14th from 11:00am to 1:30pm.
Bring vour clan to the Col Ballroom, 1012 W. 4th Street, Dovenport to meet the Grand Marshal for
Parade XXIIl, our lovely 2008 Irish Mother of the Yeor and the 2008 SPS scholarship winners. Enjoy
music from the Don't Be Brothers and your choice of a traditional corned beef or fish filet lunch served
at noon. Former 2005 Grand Marshal, Tom Giting, will make yvou smile as our guest emcee again
this year. Advance reservations of $12 are required. To reserve your space, call Chairperson
Kathy Douglas ot 355-8214 or mail in the enclosed form. Deadline for reservations and payments is
March 11th. RSVP forms can also be downloaded from the SPS website. Advance reservations
are requested to ensure enough dinners are prepared for all guests. Tickets pur-
chased at the door will be $§15.
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The Mass & Grand Parade XXIll

Satu . March 15th

The day begins at 10 am with Mass at St. Mary’s Church in Rock Island. The annual Grand
Parade, the only interstate parade in the USA, begins at 11:30 am ot the former Knights of Calumbus
building on the corner of 4th Avenue and 23rd Street, Rock Island. From there, the route follows the tro-
ditional path through the District of Rock Island, crossing over the Centennial Bridge and inte downtown
Davenpoert via Gaines, 3rd and Harrison Streets. Cur Grand Marshals and Irish Mothers will again be
ireated to riding in the Metrolink Trolley. Parade applications are availoble from Chairman John Scally,
309-788-2541. Application deadline is March 1st. Trophies will be awarded ot the Col Bash.
We encourage you fo get a group together fo enjoy some fresh air and exercise by walking in the
parade. We hope to see many families competing for the Best Irish Family Walking Group fro-
phy again this yecr. The winning family will also be honored at 2008 Erin Feis on Sep.21. Other tro-
phies will be awarded in the following categories: Best Irish Float, Best School Group, Best
Commercial Entry, Most Unique Entry, International & Best Non-Irish, and five Judges
Choices awards.







